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I-lerrﬂ of & Jettex from wn Oiflcer, dpted CThales-

. U Town, JAvvary g0,

Vbis gentleman went from New - York, awith a de-
tachment draxwn from thy Provincial Brigade, avbich
avers commandsd by the Brave Major Patrick Fore
gufon § biv letter givei tha mofl circumjiantial e«
count yet rocgiod of the affion @t Kivg Mountals,
in South- Carolina, Odober .

“ TH I N K thela% letter [ wrote you
was from Foit Maultiie, which I iefr a tew

days after, Wemurched to a place called Ninety-
fix, which is about two hundred miles from Charles-

Town ; we lay there about a fortaight, ia good

quarters, after which we proceeded to t :.[rn" -5 o

fouth Curoling, and frequently P'."'f." o
Narth L‘lrnlinn: and can [ay wm“;?;ﬁ'd .

lety, that
there is not aiegimentor detachment mﬁiu Mujely's
fervice, that evir went through tie fatigues, or fuf.
fered fo much a8 our detachment j that you may
have fome faintiden of our Mufferings, T Mall men-
tiom & few particulars. In the Al place, we wera
feparated fiom nll tae army, aétiog with the militla
we never lay two pights ia one place, frequently
miking foreed marchts of twoaty and thicty miles in
one night, kiymithing very often j the greatelt part
of our time » ithout rum er wheat flour j rum was a
effential article, for in marching ten miles we
would often be abliged to ford 1wo or three vivers,
which wet the men up to theiv waiits, In thin dil-
agreeable fituation we remuined till the gth of Oflo.
bery, when we were atvacked by two thoufand, five
hundred rebels, under the commund of General Wil.
bamy, Col. Fergufon had vnder his command $oo
militia, and our detachment, which at that time was
reduced to an hundied men,  Thenbtion ccmmenced
at two o'clock in the afierncon, wnd was very (ivere
for upwards of an hour, during which the redels
were charged and drove back, feveral thines, witl
confiderable Baughter;(when our de'achment ehayg'd,
ity for the firlt time, foll 1o my lot, topus & rehel
captain to death, which I did moft vally with
ono blow of wiy fword ; the fellow was at lealt fx
feek high, bur I had rather the advaniantage, as 1
was mounted onan elegant hoife, and he on font) but
their numbers enabled them to [urround va and the
North Caroling vegiment, which eonfiftcd of about
100 men, Secing this, and pumbers being out of
ammunition, which natuially shrew the reft of thewi.
livia inte confulion, our g lantlittle detvchment,
which conlifted of only yo men, exclufive of 20 wliv
abled as dragoons, and tea who drove waggone,
&c.when we marched to the Add of aftion, were il
killed and wounded but twenty, and thofe brave fel-
lows were foon crowded inte an heap by the militie.
Captain DePayher, on whom the command devolved,
fewsng it impelible to form fix men wogether,thought
it veceflary to furvender, to  fave the lives of the
bravemen who weie left, 'Weloft eurly in thisation, -
Merjor Fergwion, of the iRt iagfiment, a man #eongl
attahed 1o his King and Country, well inlorm
in the st of war, bsave, humane, and an sgreeabls
nion==in fhort, he was univerfully sfteemed in
the army, and I bave every reafon to regret hin wae
happy fate~Weo had 18 wmen killed on the fpor,
Captain Ryeifon, and ga ferjeanta and privates
wounded, of Major Ferg: fon"s detschment, ~+Lisus
tenant M Ginnis, of Allen's regiment, Skinner’s
Brigade, killed, Taken Prifonersy, two Captaing,
four Lieutenants, thret Enfigns, ong Susgeon,
fifey four ferjenma and privaies, ‘mcluding the mewats
ed, waggoners, &c.  Militia kiblpd, i' hundred,
including « Ficers j wounded, ninety, 1 ken prif.ners, |
about fix b ﬁuur baggage ol taken of counie, |
The rebels loft Brigadier t}mml Willilmn, and
138 including officers, killed ; wounded mearly
equal toour's, The merning after the aéftion we |
were macched fitenn miles, previots to which,
orders were given by therebe! Col Cumphell, (who
the com dev Ived on) that ouid 'ﬁr bratiucked
on theirmareh, they wwere to fire on, defiray their
orifaners, The 5“'}' was kept marching two days,
without any kind of pruvifiens § the oflicers bug-
gage, on the third day’s march, wan all divided
amongh the rebel officers, Shortly afer we were |
marched to Bickeriaff's fettloment, where we amris
ved on the sqth,  On the 14th & mock Coury Mar-
tinl, com of twelve <Ofhcers, was held for
the trial of the militia prifoners; whien, after a (hort
hearing, they condemnedthicty of the moft principal
and relpeflable charaflers, whom they conhdered to |
be mofl inimical to them ln?uxenutrd. and at fix
o'clock on the evening of the fame duy, executed Cols
Mills, Captain Chilwood, Captain Wiljon, and pix
Priwvaies 3 obliging every one of theit officers to at-
tend at the death of thofe brave, but usfortunaie |
Loyalifts, who all, with theie Inft breath and blood,
held the rebels and their enunfe ns infamous und bafe,
and oy they were turning off;, extolled their King
and the Britith Government, ‘T'wenty-four ethers,,
:Ihn under fentence of death, were repreived for
e,

On the morning of the 15th, Colonel Camp-
bell had intelligence that Colonel "Uarleton way
approaching him, when he gave orders to his
men that thould Colonel Tarleton, come up
with them, thn{ were immediately to fire on
Captain De Peyilter and his officers who werc in
the lront, and then o fecond volley on the pie.,
Durini l'j'lh days march the men were o bliged 1o
give thirty-five Continental dollars for a fingle
eatl of Indian ¢orn, and forty for a drink of wa-
ter, they not being allcwed to drink when
fording a river; in lhort the whole of the Re-
bels condu® from the furrender of the party
into thelr hands 1o incredible to velate, Several
of the militia that ware worn out with fatigue,
and not being able to keep up were cut down
and trodden to deach in the mie.

After the party aurrived at Moravian Town in
North-Carolina, we officers were ordered in
difterent houfes. Bollor Johnfon (who lived
with me) and myfelf werg turned ont of our bed
at an unfeafonable houp of the night, and
threatened with immediate death ¥ we did not
make room for fome of Campbell's officers;
Dottor Johnfon was afier this knocked down
and treaced in tha baleit manner for endeavour-
ing to drels a man whom they had cut on the
march ; the Rebel oflicers would o'ten go in
amonglt the prifoners, draw their {words, cut
and wownd thofe whosm their wicked and (avage
minds prompieds

This is a fpecimen of Rebel lenity—-ot ), may
report % wihowt the leafl equivocation, for
qumlthﬁ word add honourof 4 gentleman, this
diliription s not equal to their barlyiriey, i




