EPILOGUE

On December 11, 1964, shortly before Pedro Albizu Campos’s death,
Ernesto “Che” Guevara spoke before the United Nations General As-
sembly on his behalf. He said, “Albizu Campos is a symbol of the as
yet unfree but indomitable Latin America. Years and years of prison,
almost unbearable pressures in jail, mental torture, solitude, total isola-
tion from his people and his family, the insolence of the conqueror and
its lackeys in the land of his birth—nothing broke his will.”

Albizu Campos died on April 21, 1965. His family received hundreds
of telegrams, cables, and letters from around the world. Both the Senate
and House of Representatives of Puerto Rico commemorated him, and
the Venezuelan parliament observed five minutes of silence in his mem-
ory. Government officials, journalists, and friends from every country
in Latin America arrived to attend the funeral services. For three days
before Albizu’s burial on April 25, over 100,000 people passed his open
casket, and 75,000 black mourning ribbons were distributed through-
out the island.>

oo
The life, torture, and death of Albizu Campos were the direct, neatly
inevitable result of Ametican foreign policy and an ongoing flaw in the
American character. ‘The broken body of Albizu throws a spotlight on
the fault lines that run through our national psyche.

These fault lines had long been apparent. Centuries of slavery and
Native American genocide contradicted the bromide “All men are
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created equal.” After the annexation of most of Mexico’s territory, Pre
ident Theodore Roosevelt baldly declared, “It was inevitable and in ¢
highest degree desirable, for the good of humanity at large, that Am
icans ultimately crowd out the Mexicans. It was out of the question
expect Texans to submit to the mastery of the weaker race.” Applyi-n
this “weaker race” philosophy to Latin America, Roosevelt added, «
is Manifest Destiny for a nation to own the islands which border ; ..
shores. . . . [I]f any South American country misbehaves it should ba3

Much like the British imperial doctrine of the white man’s burden,

the American notion of a Manifest Destiny rested on a belief in th
‘superiority of the Anglo-Saxon race and its right to tule the Wester;
Hemisphere. President William Howard Taft candidly proclaimed thj
right in 1912: “The whole hemisphere will be ours in fact as, by virtu
of our superiority of race, it already is ours morally This theme ¢
racial superiority reached ludicrous heights on the floor of the US S,
ate, in April 1900, whez} a legislator warned that Puerto Ricans weid]
savages “hostile to Christianity;” “incapable of self-government,” and}
“addicted to head-hunting and cannibalism.”® As late as 1940, Scribneril
Commentator stated, “All Puerto Ricans are totally lacking in moral val
ues, which is why none of them seem to mind 'Wallowing in the mos#
abject moral degradation.” Naturally, this US moral superiority served:
as a prelude to plunder.

In 1912 the Cayumel Banana Company (a US corporation) ot
chestrated the military invasion of Honduras to obtain hundreds
thousands of acres of Honduran land and tax-free export of its entire 1
banana crop. By 1928 the United Fruit Company (also a US corpo-
ration) owned over 200,000 acres of ptime Colombian farmland. In
December of that year, its officials savagely ended a labor strike in what
became known as the Banana Massacre, resulting in the deaths of 1,000
men, women, and children. By 1930 United Fruir owned over 1 million
acres of land in Guatemala, Honduras, Colombia, Panama, Nicaragua,
Costa Rica, Mexico, and Cuba. By 1940, United Fruit owned so per-
cent of all private land in Honduras. By 1942, it owned 75 percent of
all private land in Guatemala, plus most of Guaremala’s roads, power .
stations, and phone lines, the only Pacific seaport, and every mile of |
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railroad. By 1950, US banks owned over half the arable land in Puerto
Rico, plus the insular postal system, the entire coastal railroad, and San
Juan's international seaport. The Pentagon controlled another 13 percent

of the island.
(5]

Throughout the twentieth century, the US installed authoritarian re-
gimes devoted to US interests and supported by local armed forces.
Being a “good neighbor,” in fact, meant supporting dictators: Rafael
Léonidas Trujillo in the Dominican Republic, Juan Vicente Gémez in
Venezuela, Jorge Ubico in Guatemala, Tiburcio Carias in Honduras,
Fulgencio Batista in Cuba, Augusto Pinochet in Chile, and the Somoza
dynasty in Nicaragua. The US government financed all these regimes,
providing military support whenever necessary. Any dissent or dis-
cussion of national sovereignty was viewed as “rebellion” and crushed
bloodily—not for “democracy” or “civilization” but for the benefit of
vested interests.

General Smedley Butler confirmed this with shocking clarity and
detail in his 1935 article “I Was a Gangster for Capitalism”: “I helped in
the raping of half a dozen Central American republics for the benefit
of Wall Street. I helped purify Nicaragua for the international banking
house of Brown Brothers in 1909-1912. I helped make Mexico safe for
American oil interests in 1914. I brought light to the Dominican Repub-
lic for American sugar interests in 1916.”7

American exceptionalism—the sense of racial superiority and na-
tional destiny—psychically undergirded this international plunder. In
the case of Puerto Rico, the very first civilian governor, Charles Herbert
Allen, saw the opportunities for immediate exploitation: “With Amer-
ican capital and American energies, the labor of the natives can be uti-
lized to the lasting benefit of all parties. . . . [T}he introduction of fresh
blood is needed.” With justification granted by Manifest Destiny, Allen
resigned his governorship and assumed control over the entire Puerto
Rican economy through a company that eventually became known as
Domino Sugar.

Exceptionalism worked well for Allen, US investment bankers, and
other members of the American elite. Ironically, though the vested
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interests remain to this day, the exceptionalism proved a myth. In 200+, ]
China became the world’s top exporter. As of 2010 it is the world’s |
ing manufacturer and the greatest producer of patents. In 2012 it un
veiled the world’s most powerful computer and also became the world’s 3
primary source of global trade. Also in 2012, for the second time in 4
row, Chinese school children led the world in the Program for Inter
tional Student Assessment scores for reading, math, and science. Sout
Korea and Japan ranked second and third. The United States came in
thirty-sixth, behind Vietnam, Taiwan, New Zealand, the Slovak Re- 3
public, and nearly every country in eastern and western Europe. The}
American Century had ended—with a whimper rather than a bang,
Albizu Campos understood the fraudulence of American exception-}
alism. As the first Puerto Rican to attend Harvard College and Harvag
Law School, he witnessed power and privilege in its nascent stages ang
willingly forewent its suasions—rejecting judgeships, corporate sines
cures, and outright bribes and devoting himself obsessively and s1ngle-=g
mindedly to the cause of Puerto Rican independence.
He was rewarded with twenty-five years in prison. His family re- ]
ceived constant death threats. His homes were attacked in Ponce, Aguas
Buenas, and San Juan, His law license was revoked. His neighbors wese
investigated. His phone was tapped. His mail was intercepted. FBI ve:-.s-.;
hicles parked outside his house, and dozens of FBI agents followed him '}
seven days a week all over the island. Public Law 53 (the Gag Law) was -
passed specifically to thwart him—to eliminate his freedom of speech. §
Finally, strong evidence indicates that after being condemned to life 3
imprisonment, Albizu was irradiated until a stroke paralyzed half of his §
body and left him unable to speak. His only crime was to remind the
American republic of its own founding principles: that every man is cre:
ated equal and that government requires the consent of the governed.
The story of Albizu Campos is the story of Puerto Rico. It is also the |
story of empire. It starts a hundred years ago, when America was a ris:
ing power, and continues to this day. The theologian Reinhold Niebuhr
once wrote, “One of the most pathetic aspects of human history is that
every civilization expresses itself most pretentiously, compounds its par- -
tial and universal values most convincingly, and claims immortality for 3
its finite existence, at the very moment when the decay which leads to
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death has already begun.” Albizu Campos understood this. He tried to
warn the world and to save a tiny island from the ensuing chaos.

Firry YEARS OF CHAOS

Following Albizu’s death, the next fifty years saw a descent into the
maclstrom—a downward spiral of chaos and corruption that turned the
island into a punch-drunk fighter, unsure of its whereabouts, wobbling
on its feet, pawing at empty air. Even its leadership is seeing triple and
trying to “hit the one in the middle.” A corporate red carpet stretches
from San Juan to Wall Street. Every year, a new wave of entrepreneurs
(aka carpetbaggers) rolls in from El Norte with fast-money schemes dis-
guised as “economic development projects.” For fifty years, this charade
has drained the island’s economy and, more tragically, its spirit.

The Caribe Hilton Hotel provides an early example of this predatory
capitalism, disguised as “economic aid” to Puerto Rico. Through the
Puerto Rico Industrial Development Company (PRIDCO), Governor
Luis Mufioz Marin built the three-hundred-room complex at a cost of

$7 million ($69 million in current dollars), then handed the entire re-

sort—the building, casino and swimming pools—to Conrad Hilton on
a twenty-year lease.™ One year after the hotel opened, in 1950, the peo-
ple of Puerto Rico and even Congressman Vito Marcantonio (D-NY)
were still waiting for the governor to disclose the terms of that lease. The
congressman called it a part of the governor’s “Operation Booby Trap”
economic plan for the island.” |

Everything used in the hotel, including the furniture and even the
sugar, was purchased and flown in from the United States. Nearly every

‘management employee was from the American mainland. PRIDCO

paid half of the hotel’s advertising costs ($150,000 in 1950), but all the
hotel profits (except a slush fund for local politicians) were repatriated
to the Hilton International Corporation. Nothing was reinvested in the
island.” Puerto Ricans have a phrase for this: “Monda la china p2'quel
otro la chupe” (Peel the orange so that someone else can suck it).

This glaring abuse of Puerto Rican land, taxes, and labor was re-
peated throughout the entire island during “Operation Bootstrap.” By
1965 over 1,000 “bootstrap” factories dotted the island, lured by cheap
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labor and ten-year corporate tax exemptions. Instead of growing fruit, -
coffee, and sugar cane, Puerto Ricans now manufactured bras and ra- §
zors behind concrete walls. Unfortunately, once Playtex and Schick %
found cheaper labor in Asia, the factories all disappeared. In the end, ;
rather than providing a real economic base and self-sustaining growth,
Operation Bootstrap produced only more dependency on the United
States and more unemployment.” _
In 1965, Congress created special tax exemptions for the petro- 3
chemical industry, and Phillips Petroleum, Union Carbide, and Sun 4§
Oil rushed down to build facilities on the island. When the OPEC oil 4§
embargo hit in 1973, they canceled all plans and shut down their Puerto §
Rican operations.™ 1
In 1976, Congtess passed 26 US Code § 936, a tax credit for busi- §
nesses operating in Puerto Rico, commonly known on the island as “La }
936.” As a result, a pharmaceutical industry exploded on the island: ]
Johnson & Johnson saved s1 billion in federal taxes between 1980 and
1990; Smith-Kline Beecham saved $987 million; Merck & Co., $749 1
million; Bristol-Myers Sq_u_ibb, $627 million. Puerto Rico became the 3
offshore tax haven for the entire US drug industry and the world’s larg- 3§
est producer of pharmaceuticals, accounting for nearly 25 percent of 3
total shipments. All of this ended in 2006 when Congress eliminated
the tax credit, and 100,000 Puerto Ricans were rapidly unemployed.s  §
A 6 percent economic growth rate in the 1950s slowed to § percent
in the 1960s, 4 percent in the 1970s, and o percent in the 1980s. From
1972 to 1986, the number of Puerto Ricans employed in manufacturing
dropped by 2,000, and the government payroll rose by 49,000. In 2015,
the unemployment rate is over 15 percent, and the government is teeter-
ing on bankruptcy® Operation Bootstrap, with its corporate giveaways
and trickle-down economics, was a complete failure in Puerto Rico.”
In all of this chaos, there clearly is no “economic development plan”
for Puerto Rico—just a series of tax shelters for well-connected cor-
porations. As noted by historian and journalist Eduardo Galeano, this
pattern is common throughout Latin America: “There are always politi-
cians and technocrats ready to show that the invasion of ‘industrializing’
foreign capital benefits the area invaded. In this version, the new-model
imperialism comes on a genuinely civilizing mission, as a blessing to the
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dominated countries . . . [but] it spreads poverty even more widely and
concentrates wealth even more narrowly. . . . [I]t assumes proprietary
rights.” With great wisdom, Galeano concluded, “Aid’ works like the
philanthropist who put a wooden leg on his piglet because he was eat-
ing it bit by bit.”*

For several decades the piglet fought back. In 1954, Lolita Lebrén
and two Nationalists opened fire on the US House floor, wounding
five congressmen. In 1971 the Hilton Hotel, a Selective Services center,
and a GE office building were all bombed in San Juan. A revolutionary
group called Los Macheteros stole $7.1 million from a West Hartford,
Connecticut, branch of Wells Fargo on September 12, 1983, the anniver-
sary of Pedro Albizu Campos’s birthdate.®

CHAOs THEORY

Today, fifty years after Albizu’s death, the piglet is tired, and the chaos
is full-blown. Unemployment (15.4 percent) is higher than anywhere in
the United States,” and the poverty rate (45 percent) is nearly twice that
of Mississippi, the poorest state in the Union.* The per capita income of
$15,200 is barely over one-third (36 percent) of US per capita income.>

In 2006, the government shut down for two weeks because it lacked
the cash to meet expenses. Since 2010, the island has eliminated 33,000
government jobs, rolled back pensions, raised the retirement age, hiked
university tuitions, and increased sales and business taxes. Utility rates
are now 300 percent higher than the US average. Throughout San Juan
and in smaller cities, shuttered houses and empty storefronts line the
streets.” _

Puerto Rico owes $70 billion in public debt and $13 billion in un-
funded pension liabilities, totaling over $22,000 for every man, woman,
and child on the island. This debt is more than that of New York City
and nearly four times that of Detroit. On February 4, 2014, Standard
& Poor’s (S&P) lowered Puerto Rico’s credit rating to junk bond starus,
and Moody’s Investor Service lowered it to “Ba2,” one step lower than
the S&P score.>

The turmoil doesn’t end there. The crime rate has soared, with a
per capita murder rate six times (600 percent) higher than that of the
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United States. In 2011, Puerto Rico broke its own record, with 1,136 ho. 3
micides—putting it on par with civil war zones like Congo and Sudar, 3
Of these murders, 70 percent are drug-related, and 8o percent of thos
drugs flow into the US mainland.” Just as in El Norte, the most acces
sible career for many young Puerto Ricans is to sell drugs, get shot, ¢
to jail, and become a reggaetén rap artist. The entire island has become ¥ 4
that cynical. 1; 5
The police aren’t helping much. In 2001, one of the largest police 8
corruption cases in US history saw twenty-eight police officers arrested, J§
for drug dealing, protecting cocaine dealers, and transporting drugs :
through and off the island.*® Between 2005 and 2010, over 1,700 Puerto 3 ;
Rico Police Department (PRPD) officers were arrested on charges rang. ¥
ing from theft and assault to drug trafficking and murder.” In 20m
the Department of Justice issued a report citing “the staggering level
crime and corruption involving PRPD officers,” including drug deal.
ing, gun running, and murder.” A 2012 American Civil Liberties Unios
investigation determined that the PRPD is “a dysfunctional and recals
citrant police department that has run amok for years.”
People are fleeing the island. In 2011 alone, it lost a net 54,000 res- 3
idents, or nearly 1.5 percent of its population. In both 2012 and 2013;
it lost another 1 percent. Puerto Ricans are pouring into Florida, New §
York, and Texas to escape the gunfire tearing through their homeland.
More than 5 million now live in the mainland United States—over 2
million of them in New York and Florida alone. Puerto Rico is on pace
to lose 40 percent of its population by 2050.% They're leaving because
the Puerto Rico they once knew is gone. -
Is there a solution to all this? Of course. But the complicated ones ‘3
rarely work. Those that have been tried include corporate tax subsidies
to giant pharmaceutical companies, a fraudulent war on drugs, govern-
ment subsidies, austerity programs, and real estate speculation. These
“solutions” breed government fraud, police corruption, absentee own-
ership, junk bonds, media spin, and rampant hotels, shopping malls,
and parking lots.
The answer may be much simpler. It starts with an honest self-
appraisal. It acknowledges the eviction of an entire people—literally
and systematically—from their own land. It recognizes that predatory

qq



EPILOGUE | 261

economics is a raging parasite that will destroy its host. It sees that
Puerto Rico is 2 harbinger of cultural and political consequences that
are imminent, global, and unavoidable.

Too many people have been converted into debtors, renters, con-
sumers, gullible voters, abused taxpayers, ill-paid laborers, and passive

audiences, all for the benefit of a privileged few. The notion of floating

an American way of life at the expense of the entire planet is no lon-
ger sustainable—particularly when that life consists of little more than
Black Fridays, widescreen TVs, Internet chat rooms, comic book films,
and corporate and political fraud.

A positive future for Puerto Rico and other comparable republics
will require less greed and more humility. Across the social order, from
the 1 percent to the 99 percent, we might listen a little more to our art-
ists and less to our corporations. Here is a good place to start:

They paved paradise

And put up a parking lot
With a pink hotel, a boutique
And a swinging hot spot

Don't it always seem to go
That you don't know what youve got
"Til it gone

They paved paradise
And put up a parking lot
They paved paradise

- And put up a parking lot

P
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SOURCES AND METHODOLOGY

The voices in this book remained unheard for a hundred years. The
events were hidden, misrepresented, or ignored. The major participants
are dead. This book has a responsibility to represent people and events -
faitly and accurately, for the first time, after a century of official sup-
pression and neglect.

I used over 6,000 public records, many of them obtained under

- the US Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), from agencies including

the FBI, the CIA, the Puerto Rico Insular Police, the Puerto Rico De-

partment of Public Instruction, the Puerto Rico Department of Labor,

the US Department of Justice, the US Department of Defense, the
Office of Naval Intelligence, federal courts, public hospitals, morgues,
and police precincts. These documents served two critical roles. They
confirmed, in great detail, the events related to me by dozens of Puerto
Rican Nationalists. They also revealed the means by which government
corruption and indifference can erase from the public record the expe-
riences of a colonized people. i
Throughout the book, the thoughts of individuals were not di-
vined—they were ascertained through diaries, personal correspon-
dence, autobiographies, monographs, and interviews. The interviewees
included the direct participants themselves, as well as observers, family
members, friends, and on-the-scene reporters. In several key areas those

interviews were longitudinal: I repeated them for years and, in some

cases, over several decades. Whenever I sought to grasp, retrospectively,
a person’s thinking at a given moment, or when I sought to retrace the
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complexity of someone’s views, the interviewing, document review, and
fact-checking intensified before any paraphrase was employed.

The prisoh conversations were relayed by several Nationalists, by
inmates from La Princesa and El Oso Blanco prisons, and by survi-
vors from the Aguadilla safe house (near Ramey Air Force Base). One
medical assistant from the Aguadilla safe house was especially specific
with regard to Captain Rolf, Dr. Hebb, and their sessions with Vidal
Santiago Dfaz. _

Customers, barbers, and several members of the 65th Infantry Reg-
iment (the Borinqueneers) who frequented the shop reported the con-
versations in Salén Boricua. WIAC journalists Miguel ﬁngel Alvarez
and Luis “El Bibf” Marrero described to me events and discussions at
the battle of Salén Boricua; both men were present at the scene through-
out the entire battle and repotted it live via radio. |

Borinqueneers and other customers confirmed the events in the f_';

Club with No Name. Three Borinqueneers who served under Waller

Booth in Operation Portrex heard the details about his Camp X train-
ing and World War II experiences behind enemy lines. They were kind
enough to share these details with me. |

The information about Luis Mufioz Marin’s early years in New York 4
(about Collegiate, Georgie Yee’s, Greenwich Village, and Joe Gould) 4
stems from several Cuban Socialists who lived with Mufioz Marin on
Thirty-Ninth Street and Broadway, knew Joe Gould, lent money to
both of them, and grew tired of buying them drinks. !

My mother, Sarah Rabassa, and my maternal grandmother, Salome, "
Rodriguez, both attended Central Grammar School and reported to
me the conditions and classroom events at the school. Chief Justice
José Tifas Monge confirmed island-wide conditions in Puerzo Rico: The §
Trials of the Oldest Colony in the World.

Julio Feliciano Colén was a sugarcane cutter (machetere) in Santa
Isabel for forty years: He supported his mother and younger brother,
then his own wife and children, with two worn hands and a crooked .
spine. [ met him in Santa Isabel, where he recounted a lifetime of strug-
gle, dreams, and despair. As a Cadet of the Republic he was present at
the Ponce Massacre on Palm Sunday, March 21, 1937.
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Juan Emilio Viguié related to me his experiences and conversations
after a screening of his film Vecinos (Neighbors), a propaganda film
sponsored by the Puerto Rico Department of Education. In a private
home before a small, invited audience, of which I was member, Viguié
screened both versions of thar film (Governor Mufioz Marin had cen-
sored the original, deeming it “Communistic”), as well as his Ponce
Massacre film and footage from the battle of Salén Boricua. Viguié also
discussed the repressive climate in the aftermath of the Ponce Massacre,
the prevailing sense of terror throughout the island, the visit of Pedro
Rodriguez-Serra from the district attorney’s office, and the making of
The Life of General Villa. A subsequent interview with his son, Juan
Emilio Viguié Jr., confirmed all of these events. A meeting with actor
Juano Herndndez additionally confirmed the discussions and events re-
lating to The Life of General Villa. ]

Interviews with dozens of Nationalists over a period of forty years
have substantiated the research in this book. These individuals had all
lived in a world where sclfishness was a great asset, a world owned by
strangers and governed by corruption, a world so threatening and ca-
pricious that to tell the truth was to risk one’s livelihood, one’s freedom,
and sometimes one’s life. It took a long time (in some cases years) to
earn their trust, but it was worth every moment. I extend to them my
deepest appreciation and respect. Their testimony was consistent with
the historical record—yet subtler, more granular, more detailed. Their
personal recollections—with respect to the Ponce Massacre, the Rio
Piedras Massacre, the trial of Albizu Campos, the Gag Law arrests, the
1934 sugar cane strike, the police terror of Governor Blanton Winship,
the haplessness of Moncho Reyes, and the conditions at La Princesa
and El Oso Blanco prisons—all closely parallel the newspaper accounts,
congressional testimony, and FBI files from 1930 to 1965.

In addition, the sheer volume of people who disappeared (los de-
saparecidos) throughout the island, the murder of seventeen unarmed
Puerto Ricans in broad daylight during the Ponce Massacre of 1937, the
bombing of Jayuya and Utuado by the US Air Force, the machine-gun
- execution of four men in Utuado, the mass arrest of 3,000 US citi-
zens without evidence or probable cause, and the 100,000 secret and
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illegal carpetas all affirm the experiences related by these brave men and
women, who fought a lonely battle against the most powerful empire
in history.

During every interview, I saw a melancholy in the eyes of these Na-
tionalists. They reminded me of something my grandmother once told
me: “Puerto Rican eyes are all dark, with lots of yesterdays in them.”




NOTES

CHAPTER 1: LA PRINCESA

1. The personal sources for this chapter were five Nationalist prisoners from La
Princesa. These five were tried, convicted, and incarcerated at the same time as Albizu
Campos. Nearly 400 more Nationalist prisoners accompanied them to La Prince-
sa, and 350 inmates had to be moved in order to accommodate this tidal wave of
Nationalists.

The five Narionalists provided testimony duting repeated interviews conducted
longitudinally over the cousse of forty years, from 1974 to 2014. The same interview
pattern was followed with Nationalist prisoners from Fl Oso Blanco penitentiary and
from a safe house near the Ramey Air Force Base in Aguadilla.

Some of these prisoners lived into the twenty-first century; few lived until 2014. I
compared and cross-referenced all of the interview information from every Nationalist
for chronology, consistency, and accuracy. As the years progressed their testimony held
up: no vagueness and very few inconsistencies emerged. In addition, their testimony
correlated strongly with the press accounts of the era and with the many boxes of FBI
Teports.

2. Eventually, an official record of the conditions at La Princesa was finally written.
On February 18, 1976, the US District Court for the District of Puerto Rico found
that Ta Princesa was operating in violation of the US Constitution. After a hearing
on the merits and an inspection of the prison, the district court entered a twenty-
paragraph order concerning the administration of La Princesa and otdered that the
defendants cease using the jail as a cotrectional institution as of August 1, 1976. Mar-
tinez Rodriguez v. Jimenez, 409 FSupp. 582 (1976).

Specifically, the court found that La Princesa was operating at 240 to 347 percent of
capacity (par. 17), that at least 22 inmates were without beds, and that 130 to 163 in-
mates were sleeping on the floor. Prisoners were not issued a toothbrush, soap, towel,

269




270 | NOTES

comb, brush, or underwear (par. 12, 28). The court found that “the quality of incar-
ceration at La Princesa is punishment of such a nature and degree that it cannot be
justified by the Commonwealth’s interest in holding defendants for trial, and therefore
it violates the due process clause of the Fifth or the Fourtcenth Amendment” (par. 7).

The conditions faced by Albizu Campos and the Nationalist prisoners had been
much worse. La Princesa operated twice as many dungeons in 1950. It conducted
medical experiments on the inmates and subjected the Nationalists to physical and
psychological torture that will be discussed (and documented) throughout this book.

3. The Insular Police, as it was called in the first half of the twentieth century, is the
island-wide Puerto Rico Police Department, known today as the PRPD.

4. For additional information regarding the Nationalist prisoners at La Princesa
and the brutal treatment they received, see Heriberto Matin Torres, Eran Ellos (Rio
Piedras, PR: Ediciones Ciba, 2000). See also Letter to David Helfeld, Esq., Counsel
to Human Rights Commission, “Information on Discrimination and Persecution for
Political Purposes,” 1989, 49, as cited in Marisa Rosado, Pedro Albizs Cempos: Las
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2. The school conditions, classroom events, English and math lessons, and class-
room discussions in this chapter were reported by my mother, Sarah Rabassa, and ma-
ternal grandmother, Salome Rodriguez, both of whom attended the Central Gram-
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3. American Progress, painted by John Gast in 1872, captured the prevailing view of
Americans at the time, Dubbed “Spirit of the Frontier” and widely sold, the painting
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Columbia and aided by technology (railways, telegraphs), driving bison and Native
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west. _

4- M. Annetrte Jaimes and Ward Churchill, “Behind the Rhetoric: English-Only as
Counterinsurgency Warfare,” Issues in Radical Therapy: New Studies on the Lefs 13, nos.
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Repertorio Americano, a Costa Rican political weekly, on March 27 and April 3, 1922;-it
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in Living Age 27 (1922): 262—266.

7. Pedro Salinas, Aprecio y Defensa del Lenguaje (San Juan: Editorial Universitaria,
1974), 40~78. See also Solsiree de Moral, Negotiating Empire: The Culture and Politics
of Schools in Puerto Rico, 18981952 (Madison: University of Wisconsin Press, 2013).

8. James Crawford, ed., Language Loyalties (Chicago: Univetsity of Chicago Press,
1992).

9. Cayetano Coll y Cuchi, “American Rule in Puerto Rico,” 262-266.

10. The imposition of English did not end in 1915. As stated by José Trfas Monge, a
former attorney general and chief justice of the Supreme Court of Puerto Rico,

‘The policy of Americanizing Puerto Rico (began) as fast as possible. . . .
[T]he Commissioners of Educations ordered all schoolchildren to start the school
day by saluting the American flag, declaiming the Pledge of Allegiance, and
singing the national anthem and other patriotic songs. The teachers, often in
broken English, would lead the exercise while the children mouthed ‘words
that most did not understand.

The teaching in English of the whole public school curriculum started as soon
as the teachers became available. The situation was deeply resented by most seg-
ments of the population. (Puerto Rico, 55)

1. Over thirty years later, the battle was still raging on the island, in Washington,
DC, and in New York publishing circles with a vested interest in textbook sales. The
following letter to President Harry Truman from Representative Vito Marcantonio
(D-NY), dated May 22, 1946, discusses a bill favoring the classroom use of Spanish:

Hon. Harry 8. Truman
President of the United States
‘The White House, Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. President:
I hereby respectfully urge the approval of Senate Bill 51 passed by the Legislature of
Puerto Rico at its last session, over the veto of the Governor of the Island, providing



274 | NOTES

for the use of the Spanish language as the means of instruction in the public schools
of Puerto Rico.

Spanish is the vernacular language of the 2,100,000 inhabitants of Puerto Rico.
They possess a rich literature of their own, and Spanish is their intellectual vehicle of
expression. They have made substantial contributions to the literature of Spain and
Spanish-America. In Puerto Rico, Spanish is the language of the home, the courts, the
legislature, the churches, the government offices, and everyday life. Nevertheless, and
contrary to established pedagogical principles, teaching is conducted in English in the
public schools of the island.

By so doing, the fundamental educational principle that instruction should be
transmitted in the vernacular language of the students has been violated.

The language question has been a burning issue in Puerto Rico ever since the occu-
pation of the island by the United States forces in 1898. At the time of the invasion,
our soldiers found in Puerto Rico 4 Spanish-speaking community of nearly 1,000,000
people, endowed with a common Spanish heritage and homogeneous in character as
far as language, customs, and traditions are concetned, more so than a large number
of the old 'Spanish provinces. Spanish was, of course, at that time the means of in-
struction in all levels of education. Foreign languages were taught as special subjects
at the Provincial Institute and in some of the then existing private secondary schools.

Let me say right now that the sitation was quite different from the one prevailing
in the Philippine Islands. These had 87 dialects, none of which was spoken by even
one-tenth of the population. On. the other hand, as I have heretofore said, Puerto
Ricans had a common language, spoken by 100 percent of the population, perfectly
suitable as a means of social intercourse, not only among the inhabitants of the island
but between these and the inhabitants of Spain and all the Latin-American Republics,
with the exception of Brazil and Haiti. Puerto Rico had its own literature and also the
rich heritage of the literature of all Spanish-speaking countries.

Since 1898 to date; Puerto Rico has unfortunately been taken as a field of experi-
mentation in the language realm. The result has been confusion, misuse of the monies
appropriated for education, suffering on the parr of the student, excessive time given
to language study, and inability to master either Spanish or the English language.

But these policies of confusion have not been pursued without the utmost protest
on the part of the Puerto Rican people. Every civic association, including the power-
ful and influential Puerto Rico Teachers’ Association, have repudiated these language
policies and have advocated the teaching in Spanish in all levels of education.

May I add that the problem here involved is a pedagogical, and not a political
one, and that it should be solved according to the historic experience of all peoples
throughout the world, that is, by the usc of the vernacular. There arc very few excep-
tions the world over to the established practice of teaching in the vernacular. The enly
exceptions known to me are to be found in Egypt and in the African French Colonies.
In Egypr, an effort is being made to popularize the classical Arabic language, and it
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is used in place of the vernacular. France insists on the use of French in her colonial
schools, yet this policy is now being changed.

The use of a foreign language as the means of instruction is justified only in cases
like that of the Philippines, or when the vernacular cannot be used as an effective
means of social communication.

Law 51 passed by the Legislature of Puerto Rico over the veto of the Governer, and
which provides for the use of Spanish as the means of instruction in the public schools
of the island, is now before you for consideration.

In the name of the children of Puerto Rico who are being tortured by the prevailing
system; in the name of the people of Puerto Rico, who have spoken through their
elected representatives and their civic and professional organizations, and in the name
of an enlightened educational policy at a time when we are trying to fight cultural
chauvinism and to correct past errors, 1 respectfuily urge you, Mr. President, to sign
the above-mentionied bill of the Puerto Rican Legislature.

Respecifully yours,

Vito Marcantonio

CHAPTER 4: Tie GreEN PoPE

1. Sidney W. Mintz, Worker in the Cane: A Puerto Rican Life History (New York:
W. W. Norton & Co., 1974), 256. See also César J. Ayala, American Sugar Kingdom
(Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1999); Gillian McGillivray, Blazing
Cane (Durham, NC: Duke University Press, 2009).

2. Julio Feliciano Colén was a sugar cane cutter in Santa Isabel for forty ycars He
supported his mother and younger brother, then his own wife and children, with two
worn hands and a crooked spine. I met him in Santa Isabel, and he recounted a life-
time of struggle, dreams, and despair. For further information about life and work on
a sugar cane plantation in early-twentieth-century Puerto Rico, see Sidney W. Mintz,
“The Culture History of a Puerto Rican Sugar Cane Plantation: 18761949, Hispanic-
American Historical Review 13, no. 2 (May 1953): 224—251. See also Sidney W. Mintz,
Sweetness and Power: The Place of Sugar in Modern History (New York: Penguin Books,
1985); Ayala, American Sugar Kingdom.

3. Congressional Record, 74th Cong,, 1st Sess., May 6, 1936, Representative Vito
Marcantonio (D-NY). Specifically, Representative Marcantonio stated the following:

Puerto Rico, taken as the booty of war from Spain in 1898, has been successive-
ly ruined. Four large American sugar corporations own over half the good sugar
land and produce over half the total crop. Sugar now composes about 75 percent
of the exports of the island, whereas tobacco and coffee have been relegated to the
background. The once landowning farmers, dispossessed by the huge sugar plan-
tations, today work the unfertile mountain soil or are landless. Only 7 percent of
the native dwellers in the rural regions are landowners in Puerto Rico, an agrarian
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country. Over the heads of these small farmers hangs a total mortgage debt of
about $25,000,000, For years they have been unable to pay taxes.

'The landless peasants have been converted into a great army of colonial slaves
in the sugar plantations, or are unemployed. The reports of the Puerto Rican
Department of Labor for 1935 show an average wage for male workers in the
sugar fields of $3.34 per week, and for female workers of $1.96 per week. This
same wage scale runs through the other island industties, and ‘in tobacco and
coffee they are much worse.

4. Congressional Record, 76th Cong,, 1st Sess., May 11, 1939, Representative Vito
Marcantonio (D-NY). Specifically, Representative Marcantonio stated the following:

The needletrade industry in Puerto Rico is the most disgraceful situation ever
permitted under the American flag. You have down there 15,000 wotkers who
work in factories, needletrade factories, and the factory workers receive all the
way from 12 1/2 cents an hour down to as low as 2 cents an hour. In one case—
and I quote from Claiborne’s memorandum to me—a 13 year old child was re-
ceiving 25 cents a week.

So much for the factory workers. Let me explain the system they have for
home workers; that is, those who work at home. These chiselers from New York,
my own home town, the-worst type of labor exploiters, who ran away because
in New York they had to pay decent wages, because we forced them to clean up
their sweatshops and establish decent working conditions, brought their work to
Puerto Rico. Then they gave the work to a contractor. Then the contractor gave
it to a subcontractor, and the subcontractor gave it to another sub-subcontractor,
and it goes all the way down the line through many subcontractors, each of them
receiving a profit from the toil of poor women and children. The poor woman at
home receives the following pay: She gets as low as 3 to 5 cents 2 dozen for hand-
rolled handkerchiefs of the best type. They retail for $3 a dozen in Macy's in New

York. This means they are paid from 8 1o 15 cents a day, and no more. It means a
total income of about $30 a year.

s. Julio Feliciano Col6n recounted this conversation in the sugar cane field with
Don Tomis and the other macheteros. _

6. Juan Antonio Corretjer, Albizu Campos and the Ponce Massacre (New York: World
View Publishers, 1965), 2—4.

7. Charles H. Allen, First Annual Report of Governor of Porto Rico (Washington,
DC: Government Printing Office, 1901), 65.

8. Cotretjer, Albizu Campos and the Ponce Massacre, 2-4.

9. Allen, First Annual Report, 149-187.

10. Corretjer, Albizu Campos and the Ponce Massacre, 1~4. See also Manuel
Maldonado-Denis, Puerto Rico: A Socio-historic Interpretation (New York: Random
House, 1971}, 74; Truman R. Clark, Puerto Rico and the United States, 1917—1933 (Pitts-
burgh, PA: Unjversity of Pittsburgh Press, 1975), 107.
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New York Times, November 29, 1910; Leonard J. Arrington, Beet Sugar in the West,
18011966 (Seattle: University of Washington Press, 1966), 54—55; “Charles Allen Re-
signs,” New York Times, June 15, 1915; “Sold Beer Sugar Stock: President Allen Says
Sugar Trust Tried to Conform to the Law,” New York Times, April 1, 1914.

12, Balzac v. Porto Rivo, 258 US 298 (1922). The US Supreme Court held that Sixth
Amendment protections (i.e., trial by jury) and, in fact, the entirety of the US Consti-
tution did not apply to Puerto Rico since the island was an unincorporated territory
(a possession); Puerto Ricans therefore did not have standing to assert privileges and
immunities or to claim constitutional protections.

13. Calvin Coolidge to Vincent M., Cutter, President of United Fruit Company,
February 16, 1926; Everert Sanders (secretary of Coolidge) to Secretary of War Dwight
E Davis, February 16, 1926; Davis to Coolidge, February 25, 1926, Calvin Coolidge
Papers, File 400ZB, Series 1, Manuscript Division, Library of Congress.

14. Ayala, American Sugar Kingdom, 139, 140, 185, 187, 225. _

xs. Thomas Aitken, Poet in the Fortress: The Story of Luis Mutioz Marin (New York:
Signet Books, 1964}, 60—-62.

16. Memorandum by General Frank D. McIntyre, chief of US Bureau of Insular
Affairs (BIA), on large landholdings in Puerto Rico, October 20, 1927, BIA Files, File
94—70.

17. Aitken, Poet in the Fortress, 60—62. | -

18. Bailey W. Diffie and Justine Whitfield Diffe, Porto Rico: A Broken Pledge (New
York: Vanguard Press, 1931), 199—-200. :

19. Ibid.

20. Ibid.

»1. “The Sad Case of Porto Rico,” American Mercury 16, no. 62 (February 1929);
reprinted in Kal Wagenheim and Olga Jiménez de Wagenheim, The Puerto Ricans:
A Documentary History (Princeton, NJ: Markus Wiener Publications, 1973), 153—161.

22. Rich Cohen, in The Fish That Ate the Whale: The Life and Times of America’s Ba-
nana King (New York: Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 2012), 14-67, documents the pattern
of Central and South American expropriation of farmland:

In 1912 the Cayumel Banana company, a United States corporation, orches-
trated the military invasion of Honduras in order to obtain hundreds of thou-
sands of acres of Honduran land and tax-free export of its entire banana crop.

By 1928 the United Fruit Company (also a United States corporation) owned
over 200,000 actes of prime Colombian farmland. In December of that year, its
officials savagely ended a labor strike in what was called the Banana Massacre,
resulting in the deaths of 1,000 petsons, including women and children.

By 1930 United Fruit owned over 1,000,000 acres of land in Guatemala, Hon-
duras, Colombia, Panama, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, Mexico and Cuba.

By 1940, in Honduras alone, United Fruit owned 50 percent of all private
land. '
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By 1942, United Fruit owned 75 percent of all private land in Guatemala—
plus most of Guatemala’s roads, power stations and phone lines, the only Pa-
cific seaport, and every mile of railroad. (See “United States expansion in Latin
America” at “Pedro Albizu Campos,” Wikipedia, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Pedro_Albizu_Campos; Howard Zinn, 4 Peoples History of the United States
[New York: HarperCollins, 2005], 439; Oliver Stone and Peter Kuznick, e Un-
told History of the United States [New York: Simon & Schuster, 2012], xxviii, xxix,
xxx, 262-265, 279.)

Historian Manuel Maldonado-Denis provided a similar, highly detailed study of
Puerto Rican economic development during the first half of the twentieth century:

The first four decades of U.S. foreign domination in Puerto Rico (1898-1940)
mark a period during which inch by inch our country gradually fell into the
hands of U.S. industrial and financial capitalists. Consequently, all the elements
indicating the exploitation of a colony occurred here during this period: the
captive market; an increase in the values of goods due to an abundant work force
and the payment of subsistence-level salaries; the exploitation of native natural
resources by a handful of foreign investors; the predominance of finance capital
from the colonial power; latifundism and monoculture; the military occupation
of the territory; the superimposition of an administrative structure responsible
only to the colonial power; the systematic attempt to bring about the cultural
assimilation of the colony . . . and the devaluation of money by the North Amer-
ican authorities. (Puerto Rico, 72—73)

CHAPTER §5: A Goop Career Move

I. Ray Quintanilla, “Welcome to the Town Viagra Built,” Orlande Sentinel, Decem-
ber 19, 2004. See also Matt Wells, “Puerto Rico’s Viagra Town,” BBC, February 17, 200s.

2. “Manufacturing at a Crossroads,” Caribbean Business, December 22, 2013. See
also “Puerto Rico: A Hotspot for Pharmaceutical Manufacturing,” Puerto Rico Fridus-
trial Development Company, December 2013.

3. Quintanilla, “Welcome to the Town Viagra Built.”

4. Harriet B. Presser, “The Role of Sterilization in Controlling Puerto Rican Fertil-
ity,” Population Studies 23, no. 3 (November 1969): 343-36x.

5. Kathryn Krase, “Sterilization Abuse: The Policies Behind the Practice,” National
Women’s Health Network, January/ February 1996.

6. Claude M. Fuess, Creed of & Schoolmaster (1939; rpt. Freeport, NY: Books for
Libraries Press, 1970), 192-193.

7. “Birth Rate Fall Held Dangerous,” Kitchener Daily Record, January 19, 1934, 16.

8. Buck v Bell, 274 US 200 (1927). Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes Jr. wrote the
majority opinion.

9. Kent C. Earnhardr, Development Planning and Population Policy in Puerto Rico
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10. New York Times, April 13, 1928, 3.

1t. Truman R, Clark, Puerto Rico and the United States, 1917%1933 (Pittsbutgh, PA:
University of Pittsburgh Press, 1975), 152~153.

12. “Service for Dr. Rhoads: Memorial for Sloan-Kettering Director Here Tomor-
row,” New York Times, August 24, 1959. See also US Department of Defense, Reporz on
Search for Human Radiation Experiment Records, 1944—1994, 1:211. As director of the
Sloan-Kettering Institute for Cancer Research, and with his name appearing in all the
contract documentation, Dr. Cornelius Rhoads bore professional responsibility for
the protocels and results of this postirradiation syndrome study. However, a summary
report for this project seems a model of deceit and denial.

The report stated it was funded by US Army contracts DA-49-007-MD-s33 and
DA-49-007-MD-669, then by Armed Forces Special Weapons Project contract DA-
49-146-XZ-037. The report then states that patients “received toral body irradiation”
at dosages up to 4,000 roentgens, According to the US Nuclear Regulatory Commis-
sion (NRC), humans exposed to 500 roentgens of radiation will likely die without
medical treatment.

'The report makes it clear that medical treatment was not provided and flatly states,
“There is no record of clinical follow-up beyond the 75 day post-exposure period.”

As if anticipating raised eyebrows, the report adds an odd disclaimer: “Since the pri-
mary intent of the study was to treat cancer and provide a direct benefit to the subjects,
apparently the Nuremberg Code and the Declaration of Helsinki were complied with.”

Even sixty years later, the hypocrisy of this report is chilling. Since lethal levels of
radiation were used (800 percent higher than the NRC fatality threshold), and since
there was “no clinical follow-up” with the irradiated victims, there was clearly no “in-
tent to benefit the subjects,” who most likely died,

It is apparent that this study, funded by the US Army and the Armed Forces Special
Weapons Project, was a radiological warfare project that needed several human lab rats
on which to perform target practice.

On 2 final chilling note, the report stated, “Certain records are missing.”

CHAPTER 6: CADETS OF THE REPUBLIC

1. Federico Ribes Tovar, Albizz Campos: Puerto Rican Revolusionary (New York: Plus
Ultra Publishers, 1971), 49.

2. FBI Files, Subject: Pedro Albizu Campos, File Number 105-11898, Section 2, 43.
See also Marisa Rosado, Pedro Albizu Campos: Las Liamas de la Aurora, sth ed. (San
Juan: Ediciones Puerto, 2008), 182—190. The strikingly high enrollment of caders—
roughly 10,000 by 1936—may have contributed to a sense of general alarm on the
part of the United States and to the rapid militarization of the Insular Police under
General Blanton Winship. Ironically, the early popularity and visibility of the Cadets
of the Republic contributed to their surveillance and infiltration by the FBI, which
compromised their ultimate effectiveness.



in Ireland: though not successfu per se, it set the moral tone for ongoing dissent and
ultimate independence of the Irish Republic. See John E Boyle, Zbe Jrish Rebellion of
1916: A Brief History of the Revolt and Js Suppression (n.p.: HardPress Publishers, 2012);
Francis X. Martin, Leaders and Men of the Easter Rising: Dublin 1916 (Ithaca, NY: Cor. 3
nell University Press, 1967). Albizuy prepared for his own uprising by establishing the 38
Cadets of the Republic. See Osvaldo Torres Santiago, £/ Evangelio de Don Pedro Albiz, B
Campos (Lexington, KY: Letras de America, 2013), 35—41. 15
'The US government was also aware of the Easter Rising and took steps 1o suppress 38
a corresponding movement in Puerto Rico. After Albizu’s imprisonment in 1936 and
the shock of the Ponce Massacre in 1937, cadet enrollment dropped precipitously. 4
Later, eleven years after the Ponce Massacre, several hundred policemen surrounded
the main campus of the University of Puerto Rico (UPR) in Rio Piedras from April 1s,
1948, until early November. During those seven months they used tear gas, clubbing,
and mass arrests to overcome the University Crusade, a student movement protesting
the university administration. On, September 23, 1948, the Insular Police blocked the "'
passage of several hundred students, then clubbed them fiercely until ewo were beaten
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1942, by a signed jurisdictional ‘agreement between the FBI, MID, and ONI. See
Webb, “The FBI and Foreign Intelligence.”

7. Bosque-Pérez, Las Carpetas, 154.

8. John Marino, “Apology Istt Enough for Puerto Rican Spy Victims,” Washington
Post, December 28, 1999.

9. Bosque-Pérez, Las Carpetas, 181-192.
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York Times, November 28, 2003.
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14. Ibid.

1s. FBI Files, Subject: COINTELPRO, File Number FBIHQ 105-93124, Section I,
2. See also Ward Churchill and Jim Vander Wall, 752 COINTELPRO Papers (Cam-
bridge, MA: South End Press, 2002), 68.

16. FBI Files, Subject: COINTELPRO, File Number FBIHQ 165-93124, Section I,
20. See also Churchill and Wall, 7he COINTELPRO Papers, 69.

17. Ibid., 21.

i8. A. W. Maldonado, Luis Mutioz Marin: Puerio Ricos Democratic Revolution (San
Juan: Editorial Universidad de Puerto Rico, 2006), 266—268; Marisa Rosado, Pedro
Albizu Campos: Las Llamas de la Aurora, sth ed. (San Juan: Ediciones Puerto, 2008),
332-333; Ivonne Acosta-Lespier, “The Smith Act Goes to Washington: La Mordaza,
1948-1957,” in Puerto Rico Under Colonial Rule, ed. Ramén Bosque-Pérez (Albany:
State University of New York Press, 2005); Stephen Hunter and John Bainbridge Jr.,
American Gunfight: The Plot to Kill Harry Truman—and the Shoot-Out That Stopped
It (New York: Simon & Schuster, 2005), 173, 211; Pedro A. Malavet, Americas Colony:
The Political and Cultural Conflict Between the United States and Puerto Rico (New
York: New York University Press, 2004), 93.

r9. FBI Files, Subject: Nationalist Party of Puerto Rico, File Number §] 100-3, Vol.
3, Section I, 7-8.

20. “Arrestos en Masa,” El Imparcial, November 3, 1950, 1-5. See also Letter to
David Helfeld, Esq., Counsel to Human Rights Commission, “Information on Dis-~
crimination and Persecution for Political Purposes,” 1989, 49, as cited in Rosado, Pedro
Albizu Campos, 364. Sec also Bosque-Pérez, Las Carpetus, 43-44. See also José Trias
Monge, Como Fue: Memorias (San Juan: Editorial Universidad de Puerto Rico, 2005),
154, 214-215. The FBI files themselves contain references to Governor Mufioz Marin
using the October 1950 revolution as “a pretext to carry out wholesale arrests in Puerto
Rico of leaders of all opposition parties.” See FBI Files, Subject: Luis Mufioz Marin,
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File Number 100-574s, Section I1I, 285—291. See also “Jail 170 in Puerto Rico Terror
Raid,” Daily Worker, November 8, 1950, 9.

21. FBI Files, Subject: Luis Muiioz Marin, File Number 100-5745, Section 1, 109.

22. Helfeld, “Discrimination for Political Beliefs and Associations.”

23. Marino, “Apology Ist’t Enough for Puerto Rican Spy Victims.”

24. Navarro, “Decades.of FBI Surveillance of Puerto Rican Groups.” US Congress-
man José¢ Serrano (D-NY) is a key figure in the ongoing investigation of carpetgs. In
“Dialogue Open About FBI Carpeta Questions,” Pyerto Rico Herald, April 9, 2000,

Serrano wrote,

As the ranking Democrat on the CJS] subcommittee [the Commerce, Jus-
tice, Judiciary and Related Agencies Subcommittee of the House Appropriations
Committee], which funds the FBI and other federal agencies, I have an obliga-
tion to efisure that we appropriate funds in a responsible manner. '

And if at one time the FBI was using government monies illegally to targer a
given group, it is our obligation to ensure thar history does not repear itself, . . .
As ugly as it is, the FBI/carpetas issue is a part of Puerto Rico’s history.

25. The use of carpetas continued well into the latter half of the twentieth centutry.
The head of the FBI Intelligenice Division, D. Milton Ladd, acknowledged that there
were 10,763 Security Index cards on Puerto Rican “Communists” and Nationalist
Party members as of 1946. The index was continued, and in a July 26, 1961, teport to
President John E Kennedy, presidential ‘adviser McGeorge Bundy defined it as “the
list of individuals to be considered for apprehension and detention . . . in a period
of emergency.” See Final Report of the Select Senate Committee to Study Governmensal
Operations with Respect to Intelligence Activities, 94th Cong., 2nd Sess., Report No. 94-
755, April 14, 1976, 422, 465, 466. -

Many of these Security Index cards were still in use during a massive island-wide
raid conducted by over two hundred SWAT-equipped agents, beginning before dawn
on the morning of August 30, 1985. Operating out of the Roosevelt Roads Naval Base,
the raiders invaded thirty-seven homes and offices, arresting nearly fifty independentis-
zas on “John Doe” warrants that specified no charges. Considerable personal property
was destroyed, impounded, or “lost.” See Alfredo Lopez, Dona Licha’s Iland: Modern
Colonialism in Puerto Rico (Boston: South End Press, 1988), 140~141. See also Ronald
Fernandez, Los Macheteros: The Wells Fargo Robbery and the Violent Struggle for Puerto
Rican Independence (New York: Prentice Hall, 1987), xi—xiv; Churchill and Wall, e
COINTELPRO Papers, 82—90.

Among those arrested was Coqui Santaliz, a reporter for the San Juan Star, novelist,
poet, and former president of the Puerto Rican chapter of PEN. As reported by the
New York Times, Santaliz stated that “a dozen or so armed agents descended on her
apartment shortly after 6 o'clock that Friday morning, occupying the premises for
almost 13 hours and impounding her typewriter, thousands of negatives, numerous
cassettes of interviews and the draft of a novel.” See Edwin McDowell, “Writers Assail
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FBI Seizures in Puerto Rico,” New York Times, October 2, 1985; Lopez, Dona Lichas
Lland, 140-141.

A number of writers rallied around Santaliz in New York City. Norman Mailer and
Allen Ginsberg held a news confetence in the New York PEN headquarters. William
Styron, Kurt Vonnegut, Gay Talese, and PEN officers and board members also ex- -
pressed their “outrage at the . . . violations of civil rights of writers and intellectuals
in Puerto Rico.” Mailer was “singularly shock[ed]” that the novel Santaliz was writing
“was taken from her and has not been returned.” See McDowell, “Writers Assail FBI
Seizures in Puerto Rico.” Only after this high-profile press conference with stateside
celebrities did the FBI return Coqui Santaliz’s property.

26. The repressive FBI carpetas were not written and wielded in a vacuum. They
were created with the complicity of hundreds (perhaps thousands) of informants over
several decades. See Navarro, “Decades of FBI Surveillance of Puerto Rican Groups.”
This includes Puerto Ricans who were tortured, threatened, bribed, or placed on the
FBI payroll. A |

During the mass arrests following the October 1950 revolution, some police infor-
mants who had been posing as Nationalists for many years were arrested and jailed
alongside the Nationalists. This enabled the FBI to continue spying and informing on
them from within the prison system itself. See FBI Files, Subject: Pedro Albizy Cam-
pos, File Number 105-11898, Section X, 102-103 (FBI Radiogram); ibid., 25 (“State of
Subject Pedro Albizu Campos’ Health Prior to Commencement of Trial”). The arrest-
ed “double agents” included attractive women who were paid ro romance and extract
information from the Nationalists. The fictitious arrest of these women added to the
credibility of their cover stories. These Caribbean Mata Haris are discussed (some with
photographs) in José Martinez Valentin, La Presencia de la Policia en la Historia de
Puérto Rico: 1989—1995 (San Juan: Producciones Luigt, 1995), 97101

For a more genteel level of betrayal, one might view the career and writings of
José Ttfas Monge. A graduate of Harvard Law School (JD, 1943) and Yale University
(PhD, 1947), Trias Monge was the quintessential government insider for nearly forty
years. He served as undersecrerary of justice of Puerto Rico (1949), secretary of justice
(1953-1957), president of the Puerto Rican Senate (1969—1972), and chief justice of
the Puerto Rico Supreme Court (1974-1985). He was also a member of the group
that defended the commonwealth status of Puerto Rico at the United Nations in 1953
and 1954 and a close personal friend of and adviser to Governor Mufioz Marin during
the entirety of the latter’s sixteen-year administration. When Mufioz Marin rammed
Public Law 53 (the Gag Law) through the Puerto Rican legislature in 1947, and when
be used fourteen-year old “FBI lists” to imprison over 3,000 Puerto Ricans in 1950;
the Honorable José Trias Monge was there, looking over his shoulder. At no point did
he resign, dissent, or attempt to restrain the governor from these brutal assaults on the
civil liberties of an entire istand population.

In his memoir, written during the last year of his life, Trfas Monge finally admitted
that Public Law 53 was “unconstitutional” and “unwise” and that “great injustices” and
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“grave efTors were committed” under the Gag Law. The memoir also describes how
Trfas Monge stood by while the governor opened “two or three shoe boxes of cards”
containing the names of people who had “attended this or that celebration . . . or
attended a public meeting of Nationalists . . . or who wrote this or that article . . . and
then the Governor arrested all of them.” It also describes how, as secretaty of justice,
Trias Monge stood by when thirteen innocent men were denounced as Communists
and imprisoned (some of them for three years), even though they were all acquitted
of every charge against them. Instead of resigning as secretary of justice to protest this
monstrous constitutional abuse, Trias Monge stayed on so that he could “effectuate
change from within.” See Trias Monge, Como Fue: Memotias, 215, 218.

In the last years of his life, Trias Monge also penned Puerto Rico: The Trials of the
Oldest Colany in the World (New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 1997), which de-
nounced Puerto Rico’s “commonwealth” status as fraudulent, thinly disguised colo-
nialism—even though Trfas Monge himself had helped to write the commonwealth
constitution and had argued before the United Nations (in 1953-1954) that Puerto
Rico was no longer a colony.

This last-minute attack of conscience is a frequent phenomenon in colonial poli-
tics: career opportunism and a lifelong Stockholm syndrome often afflict the colonial
upper classes. These are followed by a convenient deathbed conversion, just in time
to face St. Peter and to diffuse some of the lingering animosity toward the traitor’s
children. Sadly, Monge’s deathbed conversion did lictle for thousands of people who
were arrested, hundreds who were sentenced and imprisoned, hundreds more whose
carcers were ruined, and a countless number of desaparécidos who were tortured and
killed while he was Puerto Rico’s secretary of justice (aka artorney general), Senate
president, and chief justice.

CHAPTER 10: THE GOVERNOR

r. Edwin J. Emerson Jr.—an American spy who toured the island, then delivered
a detailed map for use by the US Army—provided a vivid fisthand account of the
physical effects of the bombing of San Juan in “Alone in Porto- Rico” (Century Maga-
zine 56, no. 5, September 1898):

The older forts and towers had suffered severely. . . . [M]ore than a score of
houses had gaping holes and clefts in their walls. The fragments of one shell
alone . . . shattered the roof of the building, went through the so-called throne
room . . . and finally disfigured the front and rear walls of several adjoining
buildings, injuring and wounding two other persons. One old man was blown
to pieces. . . . [TThe larger stores and shops stood empty and open, with none
to buy and none to do the selling. . . . All available carriages, carts, and wagons,
as well as horses, donkeys, and even bicycles, had been seized upon to carry the
fleeing citizens into the hills. (668—669)
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