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" CONTINUING A THEME begun in the Febr /g metbodologzml gap between tbe .waal mzd nat-
of Historically Speaking, #his exchange o ' case for * “analytical history.” Here two
the relationship between historici ;cboldr;r and. jobn Lukacs, 0ﬁ‘er tbezr reactions

. ‘methodology. In Pattern & Repertoire’in

‘ Unz'uerxzty Pre.rs, 2002) Bertmnd Roe/a

" eties repeat both successful and unsuccessful
i< actions. They cite the example of Hitler, who,

£ although well aware of Germany’ strategic

mistakes in World War I, proceeded to make
. the same mistakes as he led Germany into the
cle of World War II. Therefore analyt-
rory becomes a search for recurrent

oehner and Syme are two scholars
R seeking to formulate principles forthe . €0

practice of historical sociology or socio- - ¢cal eve
history by which they hope to create a disci-
pline that combines the best of history and. - othe
sociology. History will provide the detailed . sequ
information about the past while sociology
will provrde the theoretlcal structure and

he possibxl f sut‘h“ a‘*'*‘truly , .
“approach to the study of history, They argue
. rightly that major historical events like th

‘ complex task of explammg the interconnec-
sality of those events in a struc-

and Syme estabhsh the case for a sc1enr_1ﬁc
methodology for the study of collective
'behawor and deaswn—makmg

unique phenomena. Roehnerand Syme agree - tor
thata large event like the French Revolution.
is unique in its entirety. But they argue that'
such big and complex events can be broke ‘
down into simpler; component parts. Th
simpler and smaller scale events are not umque
and so are susceptible to.an empirical and sci~
entific approach. In the 17th century René-
Descartes advocated such a process of simpli--
fying complex phenomenon into smaller units - vati
with the goal of revealing underlying organi-
zation or patterns. This method is called the - -
“modular approach,” but Roehner and Sy’r"ne
have also labeled it “analytical history.” " . = )
Applying the modular approach to. the ot
French Revolution, the authors proceed to
breakit down into srmpler eplsodes orcom-.
ponents, e.g., the meeting of the Es
General, the insurrection of the pe
Paris, and the conﬁscanon of ,the C
lands. ‘Their contention is that the smaller:. * pa
episodes within a larger event are not partic-" 10
ularly unique. A national legislative body has. ~ an
met to find a solution for a serlous roble
on a number of occasions i
- other countries throughou
ple of Paris have eriga;
tirmies as have the people of o
capitals and metropohses, Chureh)

fr equently use hrstorrcal analogres
sons to justify decisions, Some
ders have been masters of that processand
ve used it quite successfully. Unfortunately,

> use of historical analogy and comparison
even more frequently leads to failure and
defeat rather than success and victory. The
fault lies not with the use of historical analo-
 gies. Instead, the problemis arise when the

* historical analogies or comparisons used are
lin - inappropriate, inaccurate, or incomplete.

h ' Flawed policies wrap themselves in the pro-
tective robes of historical analogies which
later turnout to be based on bad history.
neof the perennial questions of histor-
cal study is ‘whether history repeats itself or
t. Because they usually view historical
. events as unique, historians answer that ques-

- tionwith an emphatic “No!” Pattern and
. Repertoire, however, argues that history does;
in fact, repeat itself in meaningful ways that
e sub]ect to.comparison and a certain
gree of scientific measurement. As the
authors assert, the rigid distinction between,
.on the one hand, the traditional scientific




- - constants, and variables are trulyide
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- method of controlled experimentatio : : ral e best guesser; and the
social scientific and historical rese on th i : most versed and stud-
other is.a false dichotomy. No two scientific - '
experiments using the same methodology,

There are always sabtle differences and v:
ations. These differences and variations-are:
not so great s to negate the conclusions, but

that the same is true for analytical history. - , )
Their conclusion is that researchers using s ! ‘has not been auspicious, but perhaps they -
entific expenmentatmn and analytical hi ‘ ‘ veiglven historians a new repertoire.

rians using the modular approach will pr - i
duce results of equivalent reliability. . s : anald Frztze s professor of bistory at the
Obviously some scholars will reject the. 0! : niversit fCen i \Arkﬂmas His most

.arguments of Pattern and Repertoir :
~'whether or not one agrees with:them;
Roehner and Syme have boldly presented an

¢ French
n: is umque in the same ‘sense.
mique ‘a5 an’ animal

id 'not appear all of a

had: ancestors: :Eohippus,

his ambmous book is yet: anoth

strates recurrent elements that follow
“laws of natural sciences ©

From begmmng to.end its assertions:
‘unconvincing. The authors state: “We show
that by breaking up complex historical phe-- = ™€ ‘ e ofanu ‘of components and strata. In
nomena into simpler modules, it becomes ity .  the same way tha; a paleontologxst

view of soc1ology Int

ology can aspire to bri

ing gap between hlstory

we wish: this boek.to be ju

of new conne,ctlons‘.t,hata '

unexpected regularities that

' on the basic historical
- highlights”(ix-x): And late

- ambitien-is to explore a new:
: torical sociology”(48)




i book, filled as it is with tables 3
L vcolumns——bears the

B cola " Its items: “Transformauon'
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o+ describe thxs form of smularlty we use !

- '~ word ‘paronymic,’ a technical term taken from -
.. the field of lmgulstlcs”(19) But then: “A. "
©. 7 telling illustration of the: imitation behavior
" in the animal world is provided by the Antarc- -
- . -%(19). On the page after their “ana= . .
o+ logues” of “building blocks” there is a graphic - -

. tictern.

illustration of the “building blocks” of the

S French Revoluuon four of them (Figure 1. 5a) '

S “meberofOcum'enoes’ .
g French R,evolutlon o R I
- Storming of the Bastille =+ 3
s Meeting of the Esmtes-General 15

Paradmg of the governors head - I00+

| Such a table attempts to show us some-
’ thmg but it tells us nothing. Yes, there are .-
patterns in history, as there are patterns in the
life of a single man. But these patterns con=" - -

sist of recurrent tendencies, not categories,
. since all human and historical events-are

;- least to some extent, unique; and, to.convin e

_ us, such patterns must be properly descn
- and illustrated. Now the illustrations i

 are almost always wrong.
Tts very first table

L complex phenomenon’ into modules_
- column is “{[the] Warming of a cuj

g spondmg column bears ue‘

e oluuon ‘Number of Occurr

'How indebtedness weakened the
. -power of the monarchy

i Tactical alliance betweﬁn the .
. -bourgeoisie and the clergy..

‘ ';t" Conf scation: of Church esutes

“ not 11) the phrasmg of such ¢ mo
inevitably imprecise. “How indeb
.+ weakened the power of the monarchy.”
 obviously means “how often,’ ’ poor p

Ten times, fifteen times, twentyum
“<atall> And when? And what does “W
can? Or “Tactlcal alhance between  the

" September 2003

(3 39—340) Unconscnous’ Was the desire -

. [again, my italics] “common denominator”? -
- Here the authors lapse from numerology to psy- :
 ‘chéanalysis, again stunningly wrong:
s Almostall of Pattern and Repertoire’s exam-
. ples deal with political history, the history of -
" states (not exactly the main topic or theme of -
- sociology). Toward the end of their book, the
- authors attempt to describe their method no - *
- ‘longer in sociological terms but as “analyti- "
* cal history” “Qualitative history is concerned
 with the narrative of isolated events; analyti-
* cal history implies quantitative analysis of a
. "sét of similar episodes” (377). Wrong again:
. the events of “qualitative” history are never
1 " isolated or described thus. The attempts and
* illustrations of the authors to explain the
~ . causes of events are, as we have seen, often .
inaccurate and crude; but they are also wrong
wse of their exclusive rehance on mechan— o

“B ‘dgm the mlcro-macro gap 5
) le-have understood what that

to start with. And how often did this happen? -

toavoxdanoﬁerwarumonmmPAndwasxt“tbe” C
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table predlctlon in this respect. Fm]mg
e assessment will rely on how convinc-
persuasive the comparison sounds; these
ubjective notions, however. The same’
parison might well be found enlightening
ne readers but unconvincing by others.

ntific point of view such a situation
sausfactory

out interpretations one can argue indef-
. But if we have the facts right we should
ach the same conclusions. Whether or not
ist like :’Emstem s Theory of General

hen you visit your doctor because  Wh
~ (for instance) you feel stom ch
 pains, she will ask you a numbe, ;
questlons Do you feel feverish? Do you feel.
pain immediately after your meals, and: $0 on?
"Then your doctor will try to establish a link
~ between the description framed by your
- ‘answers and one of the recogmzed patterns of =
‘symptormns that have been recorded in the cor-
pus of medical science. Depending on the P
symptoms she may diagnose a viral infection,.
an ulcer, or what have you. ‘Three points need a
to be emphas:zed

There is:never absolute certamty ab
‘ e , o ,

he xample of price peaks inreal:
~there is a hot debate in ' most develope
tries ‘egardmg the future of real estate
ukets Some econoxmsts cla1m that deman

predlcuon givesus a'clue
ces'where such episodes
: ed. Possible “candidates” are:

fork in July~August 1776 (before the
pation of New York: by the British);
131 "August—September 1777;
ah Ge gia, in November-December
, in August 1779 and Charleston,

, troublestfor manysavings institution:
- ‘same scenatio repeatitself i the five'o
to come? Needless to-say, the €cono
ronment is not exactly the sam

sythptoms ide’nu'cal for two p'atien +Yetthis ; H re Iw111 examme three of these oceni-
- -doesnot prevent medlcal treatment fr ‘ namely Charleston (which is perhaps
successful. Th nly sensible learest example) New York, and Maine.

- Wl Tets exa
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would be out of place in this essay.

cs’s frequent reference to the “laws of
al science” (a’phrase that to my recollec-
~we did not use in Pattern & Repertoire) is
ange. Such an expression may have been
ppropriate in the 19th century, but few (if any)

*in‘South Carolina: “The General Assembly
reacted to the threatening British invasion by
passing an Act to prevent persons withdraw-
ing from the defense of the state to join its
enemies. A special court-was set up to the pur-
pose of trying about 150 prisoners; the trials = sin
lasted from March 22 to April 12, 1779; ntists. would use it in 2003. The “laws of
twenty-two were sentenced to death of whom ture” ate so diverse nowadays that without

 five were actually hanged.” ' : iotforget tha ofall; further quallﬁcauon this expression no longer

In June 1776 New York City was sur- . ]
founded by the British Army. Rumor of con-
spiracy spread rapidly through the panicking
city. Among the accused were: Thomas:
Hickey, who had served for a time as one of
Wiashington’ bodyguards and was now injail
for counterfeiting; William Green who had '~ disag
been a drummer in the Continental Army; “de : )
Gilbert Forbes, a gunsmith; and the mayor, . my co-author and I never had in mind that his-
David Mathews. Governor William "Tryon on ‘tory could be ruled by purely deterministic laws;
a warship in the harbor was thought to be the body knows that even very sunple non-
mastermind of the scheme. The four suspects:
were trled along with several other men. They / omim bo ender forecasting almost impossible.
'ng to blow up the D i inally; itis 1nterest1ng to observe that

, the fuzzy laws of chaouo systems there
 very broad spectrum of laws. Moreover,
the possible exception of Newtonian laws,
nothmg in these laws which implies a

the mayor, but _he was neverth S
demned to-death before being repriev
the three others were hanged in a field in the
Bowery in the presence of 20,000 spectators
- This example is interesting forit is of
represented even 1n late 20'gh

~ getamore comprehenswe view of the g IAWIT
ist scare” one would like to know the total * plexe ' i chl found amazmg
‘ e : , wmg the modular approach to its log-



tions in troubled historical periods; ther
one other successful prediction in Pattern &
Repertoire about general strikes in France (see
the message sent to Charles Tilly on page 170).
That there are only two prediction instances
ina book of about 400 pages is due to the fact.
that at the time of writing, making predictions
was not on our agenda. We thought that it
would be sufficient to show that the modular
approach could provide a more unified view
of many historical events. We now understand
that we were wrong. What will be seen as'a
unified view by some will be seen by others as
completely artificial connections between
unrelated events. In short, whether the per-
spective we propose indeed represents progress
is'a fairly subjective issue. Only objective tests
can determine if this approach has potential:

. This is the task that analytical hlstory should
pursue in-.coming years.

In which direction shouls
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